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monuments, so built that they might have
lasted as long as the world lasts What can
have occasioned so lamentable a disaster ?
Eleusis, I believe, was never fortified in modern
times : there, then, the Turks required no lime
for the construction of bastions. In many cases
the obliteration has been as complete as if it
had been effected by magic or some retributive
miracle. Our loss, however, in this case, as in
most others, is not unmitigated loss. The
Grecian monuments, like the Sibyl's books, have
become far more precious, because so large a
proportion of them have been destroyed.

Eleusis has at least left significant memorials
behind it. In almost every part of the modern
village I came upon the remains of ancient
walls, consisting of those prodigious blocks
which the Greeks used in their buildings. On
the platform of the hill which risds above that
village, and command^ the noblest view of the
bay and the mountains around it, are the ruins
of the temple itsolf. Not a pillar now stands; but
the ground is strewn with fragments of their